
1938 E window in memory of their daughter  Admiral Sir William and  
       Lady James 

This window is an early work by the artist, Hugh Eastern, whose later work 
includes the ‘Battle of Britain’ memorial window in Westminster Abbey. 

1940   Oak top to font Mr Gould 
c1945  Silver Bread Box in thanks for his release from 

Changi internment camp Mr Coutts 
C1946 Oak desk with kneeler in memory of 

Percy (Bill) Lambert  Mrs Lambert and his sister 
1947 Oak altar rail in memory of their son Gen and Mrs Akerman 
1948 Processional cross in memory of Rev Bosanquet, 

vicar from 1925-1946. 
This is an early work by the sculptor Anthony Caro whose parents lived in 
Churt. 

1954   Oak organ screen Mr Piers Power 
1956   Oak pedestals Lady Lloyd George and 

Miss Stevenson 
1958 Oak clergy stall Lady Lloyd George and 

Miss Stevenson 
1959 Embroidered frontal and vestments Miss K Bullock 
1962   Oak choir stalls and clergy stall in memory of 

Piers Power Mrs Power and family 
1968   Book of Remembrance Mrs Ker and Miss Latham 
1968   Cabinet for Book of Remembrance in memory of 

his mother and grandmother Mr Ker 
c1971  Wooden font in memory of Maj Gen Akerman 

The old stone font now stands outside the church door filled with 
flowers. 

1976   Wooden crucifix  Mr E Baker 
Made by his pupils at Woolmer Hill School 

1980   Silver Ciborium in memory of Mrs Dolphin Lt Cdr and Miss Dolphin 
1980   New lighting in memory of Mrs Kellett Mr Kellett and friends 
1983   Credence Table in memory of Victoria Alliss The Allis family 
1985   Silver Chalice and Paten on Stand which was presented to 

‘William Milton, priest of Christ's Holy Catholic Church, 1848' 
Brought to St John's on the closure of St Francis, Rushmoor 

1985   Table in memory of Ann Duncan Duncan family 
1995   Cupboards tor church room. Beattie and Fairclough 

families 

Some material taken from '100 Years in Churt by U.H.S. Snow 

 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE 

EVANGELIST, CHURT WITH RUSHMOOR 
 

Our parish church, which Pevsner described as 'a small Surrey-style chapel, 
nicely-sited' was consecrated on 3rd March 1868 by Charles Richard Sumner, 
Lord Bishop of Winchester. 
 
Prior to that date, the district of Churt was a tithing of the ancient and very large 
parish of Frensham. This covered about 9,000 acres and extended from the 
southern boundary of Farnham to the northern boundary of Haslemere. The 
population was sparse, and the terrain wild and uncultivated common land with 
a few scattered hamlets and isolated farms. Many of the inhabitants must have 
found it impossible to attend the parish church at Frensham, and the curate of 
Frensham would certainly have found his pastoral duties and home visits very 
difficult. 
 
In 1838 Henry Wheeler, who called himself 'Lord of the manor of Churt’, 
offered the plot of land on which the church now stands for 'a Church and a 
school at Churt', with the proviso that if the church was not built, or if services 
ceased, it would be re-conveyed to his heirs. Mr Wheeler donated £7:10s 
towards the cost of building, £50 was given by the Surrey Church Association, 
and there was further help from the Pastoral Aid Society. The church was duly 
erected using the local Bargate stone, and the first curate, Mr Briggs, was 
appointed.  Although Churt now had its own place of worship, it remained part 
of the ecclesiastical parish of Frensham, and tithes continued to be paid to 
Frensham. 
 
After such a promising start it is disappointing to find that, by 1845, services in 
the new chapel had ceased. This followed a very acrimonious dispute between 
the Bishop of Winchester and the curate of Frensham concerning the 
appointment of a new curate for Churt. The Bishop refused to re-license the 
chapel, and the land was re-conveyed to Henry Wheeler. 
 
Services in the chapel at Churt were resumed in 1855. The chapel was repaired 
in 1861 and 1862, and between 1865 and 1866 considerable alterations were 
made to the original building of 1838. A new chancel was built with apsidal east 
end, and seating was provided for 200 parishioners. Subscriptions of £565 were 
raised towards the cost. A porch was added in 1868. The church was now 
'completely furnished, decently ornamented and furnished with everything 
necessary to be consecrated'. 



 
The boundaries of the new parish of St John the Evangelist, Churt, were published 
in the London Gazette in 1866. In 1868 the church and churchyard were 
consecrated and committed to the care of the first Vicar, Charles Edward Steward. 

 
1868 
 
In the following years there were further structural alterations to the original 
building. A small vestry was built in 1876, the stone was provided at reasonable 
cost, and local fanners provided free carting. In 1883 the gallery was removed and  
a west window, two more nave windows, transepts and a larger bell turret were 
added. The nave was re-seated and paved with wood, and a hot air system 
introduced. The cost was covered by local subscriptions, church collections and 
gifts in kind, and £25 each from the Church Building Society and the West Surrey 
Diocesan Association. 

 
1883 
 
In 1892 the chancel was enlarged to its present size with an cast window and a 
raised altar. The organ chamber was built and a new heating system was installed. 
The whole cost was met by Rt Hou George Cubitt MP, (later Lord Ashcombc), a 
parishioner. The new building was consecrated by the Bishop of Winchester on 
30th July, 1892. The only major change to the external appearance of the church 
since that date is the addition of the Church room on the north side in 1974. 

 
 

 

 
1892 
In 1928 the Diocese of Guildford was formed and the parish of Churl became part 
of that new diocese. In the same year the Diamond Jubilee of St John's was marked 
by the consecration of the oak panelling around the chancel, given anonymously, 
and by the building of the second vestry, paid for by subscriptions from all the 
parishioners. Electric light was installed. 
 
The interior of the church has been beautified and enriched over the years. It is the 
visible result of many people's willing efforts and generous bequests. The stained 
glass windows, pulpit, lectern, oak choir stalls and much more, have been given as 
memorials, and the dates of some of the bequests are listed later. There have been 
many gifts of needlework, including the kneelers worked by parishioners (both male 
and female), and a number of beautiful altar frontals and vestments. The lovely 
banners are a recent addition made by a 'Banner group" of church members. There 
are memorial tablets to the dead of the First and Second World Wars, and four 
other plaques, including one remembering the Canadian Troops quartered locally 
during the 1914-1918 war. 
 
We give grateful thanks for the following: 
 
1838   Land for church and churchyard   Mr Henry Wheeler 
1870  Land for churchyard extension    Hon G Cubitt 
1891   First organ      Mr J Durrance 
1891 The new chancel     Hon G Cubitt 
1891  West nave window in memory of her husband Mrs Langdale 
1899  South nave window in memory of her daughter    Mrs Langdale 
The Langdale family were one of the first 'new' families to move into Churt 
after the enclosure of the commons. They came to live at the newly-built 
Beacon Hill House in the 1860s. They were all active in village life and Mr 
Langdale was an early churchwarden. 
1905 NW nave window in memory of their son Rev and Mrs Watson 
       (vicar from 1884-1917) 
1909 Organ in memory of her husband   Mrs Prichard 
1909  Communion plate in memory of her husband  Mrs Morris 
1930 Pulpit in memory of Rev A B Alexander (vicar 
 from 1869-1883)     Mrs Alexander 
1931 Lectern in memory of her husband             Mrs Hamilton Smythe 
1934   NE window in memory of Mrs Langdale  Langdale family 
1938  Altar cross, altar frontal case in memory of 
 her husband      Mrs Lambert 


